143.   SPEECH ON SATUGRAHA, MADRAS1
March 18, 1919
You will forgive me for saying the few words that I want to
say just now sitting in the chair. I am under strict medical orders
not to exert myself, having got a weak heart, I am, therefore, com-
pelled to have some assistance and to get my remarks read to you,
I wish to say one word to you. Beware before you sign the Pledge.
But if you do, you will see to it that you shall never undo the Pledge
you have signed. May God help you and me in carrying out the
Pledge. '
[Mahadev Dcsai, after a few words of introduction, read out the following
message:]
I regret that owing to heart-weakness, I am unable to speak
to you personally. You have no doubt attended many meetings,
but those that you have been attending of late are different from
the others in that at the meetings to which I have referred some
immediate tangible action, some immediate definite sacrifice has
been demanded of you for the purpose of averting a serious cala-
mity that has overtaken us in the shape of what are known as the
Rowlatt Bills, One of them, Bill No. 1, has undergone material
alterations and its further consideration has been postponed. In
spite, however, of the alteration, it is mischievous enough to de-
mand opposition. The second Bill has probably at this very
moment been finally passed by that Council, for in reality you can
hardly call the Bill as having been passed by that august body
when all its non-official members unanimously and in strong
language opposed it. The Bills require to be resisted not only
because they are in themselves bad, but also because Government,
who are responsible for their introduction, have seen fit practically
to ignore public opinion and some of its members have made it a
boast that they can so ignore that opinion. So far, it is common
cause between the different schools of thought in the country, I
have, however, after much prayerful consideration, and after
very careful examination of the Government's standpoint, pledged
myself to offer satyagraha against the Bills, and invited all men and
women who think and feel with me to do likewise. Some of our
1 The meeting was held at Triplicane Beach.  S- Kasturi Ranga lyengar
presided*